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XI An Obfervation of three Mock-Suns feen 
in London, Friday, Sept. 17, 1736. by 
Martin Folkes, Efq $ V* Tr. R. S. 

Tab. II. Fig. 5. 

A S I was reading this Morning a little after feven 
o’Clock, in a Room looking towards the 
North-Eaft, I accidentally took Notice of an odd 
Stream of colour’d Light, {hooting upwards from the 
Sun, as I then thought, {Lining through a thin watcrifh 
Cloud j but recolleding the Appearance was feveral 
Degrees more northerly than the Sun’s true Place at 
that Time, I immediately went to the Window, and 
found what I had taken for the Sun was a ‘Parhelion 
{hooting out a fhort horizontal Stream or Tail towards 
the North; the Sun itfelf fhining pretty bright and 
clear at the fame Time. I alfo obferved, the Stream I 
had at firft feen, was part of an Arch concentric to 
the Sun, and palling through the ‘P ar he lion: This 
Arch was for a good Way tolerably defin’d, and ting’d 
with Red on the Infide, and a blueifti White on the 
other. I then cafi my Eye to the other Side the Sun, 
where I perceiv’d a fecond Parhelion, at the fame 
f)iftance from him, towards the South, tho’ not yet 
fo bright as the firft. I then went up to my Leads, 
my Profped being too confin'd below: Where foon 
after I was come, I found the Phenomenon conftdcra- 
bly to improve, the Arch round the Sun forming 
itfelf into more than a Semicircle, reaching almoft to 
the Horizon Northward, and with very little Difcon- 
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tinuance beyond the fecond Parhelion towards the 
South. I then began to perceive a third Parhelion 
where the Circle furrounding the Sun would have 
been cut by the Vertical palling through him j and in 
the fame Place his Circle was touch’d by the Arch of 
another, in fome fort confounding itfclf with it in 
the Place where the third Parhelion appear’d: This 
was fainter a good deal than the other two, and the 
laft Arch I have been fpeaking of extended but a little 
way, fo as for it to be difficult to determine where its 
Centre lay this Arch was colour’d alfo, but with Red 
on its convex Part. I had fome Time before this be¬ 
gan to fee alfo another Circle, furrounding the Sun at 
the Diftance of about 45 Degrees, which appear’d to 
be about twice the Diftance of the firft 5 and this alfo 
encreafing whilft I was confidering it, became little 
lefs than a Semicircle, being alfo ting’d with Red like, 
the other on the inner Side. When this Circle had 
thus pretty well form’d itfelf, I alfo difcover’d the 
Arch of a fourth, touching this, or rather confound¬ 
ing itfelf with it, in its higheft Part, and furrounding, 
as it feem’d, the Zenith. Of this laft Circle I faw, 
when it was moft complete, better than half, and it 
was much ftronger colour’d than any of the others, 
being of a bright Red on its convex Part, and a good 
Blue on the Concave. In the Part where this Circle 
confounded itfelf with the larger of thofe that were 
concentric to the Sun, their common Part was nearly 
white, and brighter than the reft, though hardly 
enough to call it a forth Parhelion, The principal 
Mock-Suns continued tolerably bright till near eight 
o’Clock, the fouthern Part of the Phammenon im¬ 
proving as the northern decayed 5 and the fouthern 
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‘Parhelion was once fo bright, that, taking the Ad¬ 
vantage of a Place where a Chimney {"haded the true 
Sun, it caft a very viftble Shadow: The white and 
luminous horizontal Tail alfo, that went from this 
Parhelion , was much longer than that of the other, 
reaching at one Time beyond the outer of the two 
concentric Circles. The Parhelia themfelves, tho’ 
very luminous, were, however, never defin’d with 
any Exa&nefs as to their Difcs, but look’d as we fome- 
times fee the Sun through a thin whitifh Cloud, and 
they were themfelves of a reddifh Colour on that Side 
next the true Sun. About Eight the Phenomenon 
was fenfibly decreas’d, and had entirely difappear’d by 
20 Minutes after. 


XII. tDe Ruptura Intejlmi Ilei ex contujione 
externa fine vulnere ext erne tnjltfio ex 
Litteris a Chriftiano Wolfio, Prof. Ma- 
them. Marpurg. Reg. Soc . Lond. & Acad. 
Reg. Scient. Paris. Socio ad Gulielmum 
Rutty, M. 2 ). Soc. Reg. Lond. oJm Secret. 
confcriptis excerpt a Ohfervatio. Mart. 
1731. 

* * * X N rebus naturalibus nihil mihi haftenus oc- 
§ currit, quod fit notatu dignum, nifi quod 
anno fuperiori funefto quodam cafu operarius quidam 
vitam finiit. Saxum fcilicet in ventrem infimum de- 
lapfum eum percuflit, ut locus affe&us in confpeftnm 
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